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TOP SECRET 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 


*> 


1 0 MAR 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 
SUBJECT: Situation in Southeast Asia 


I am forwarding to you a copy of MACV*s 8 March message and the 
CJCS 1 9 March memorandum on the military situation in Southeast Asia. 

The military commanders are requesting authority to reinstitute essentially 
unlimited tactical air and naval gunfire operations in North Vietnam 
south of 18 degrees, I believe we must give serious, but studied and 
deliberate, consideration to the operating authority requests, 

I recommend no additional steps be taken beyond the substantial -- 
and to this date successful — • operating authorities now in existence. 

After careful study of the MACV/CJCS proposal I shall provide additional 
views. I hope to have those observations and recommendations available 
not later than Monday, March 13. 
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